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Ever since its foundation in 1984, the Department of AppliedMathematics of Universidad Complutense
has been a meeting point for applied -minded mathematicianswith an interest in real -world problems , and
eager to become part of the international scientific community, thus breking a tradition of isolation. This
trend was fully developed during Ildefonso Diaz’s tenure asHead of Department , from 1984 to 1994, and
this lecturer particularly benefited from it.

As a short illustration of ongoing research, I will briefly describe recent work on issues as formation of
early vasculature, optimization problems in radiotherapyand the search for earliest fossils on Earth, as well
as the role of Mathematics in addressing such issues will be discussed.
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